Dear Conversation Partner,

Thank you for taking on this important task of having brave conversations on sexuality with young people. Above all
else, these are conversations about living out your faith. We know this is difficult work. It is our prayer that this
resource will assist you and your congregation in having Brave Conversations about other topics as well.

We know that there is no one-size-fits-all resource, but the goal of this project was to provide an array of options
to inspire the Brave Conversations your youth need to have. Use what you think will work to begin a healthy
conversation with your group and don't stress about the stuff that doesn’t feel like a good fit. This resource has
been developed for use with middle and high school youth. You may want to have some conversations only with
high schoolers and not with middle schoolers. The experience of each of us and our writers is that middle schoolers
are getting bombarded with incorrect information about relationships and sexuality every day and offering a
trusted adult and group to talk about correct information is important for both age groups.

You may choose to use some of the first lessons and then come back to the rest. You know your group and we trust
that if you are looking at this resource, you want to help young people understand themselves as faithful, sexual
beings. Faith and sex should naturally go together for the young people we work alongside.

This project is written by and for pastors, church professionals, and volunteers. The idea to develop a sexuality
education resource that is grounded in Scripture has been years in the making. There are very comprehensive
curriculums available and they are great, but they are often overwhelming for volunteers. The members of the
PYWA Board saw that with help and a team of committed youth workers, we could offer the church a helpful
resource for necessary conversations about faith and sexuality.

The writing of this resource was a labor of love for the three of us and for the six writers who agreed to work on this
project. They worked diligently to write and re-work their material, and to give feedback on each other’s initial
drafts. They have been a joy to partner with on this important work.

We could not have moved forward on this project without a grant from the Missing Voices Project out of Flagler
College’s Youth Ministry Institute. We want to thank Missing Voices for your vision and your guidance as we
developed this into a resource for the church.

We also want to thank Columbia Theological Seminary for hosting our writers’ summit and showing us gracious
hospitality. And to Dr. Christine Hong for her contributions, which included encouragement, editorial assistance,
and the opening video that helps “make the case” for initiating brave conversations.

Thanks also to our outside readers whose feedback allowed us to make this resource stronger and more accessible.
And especially thank you to the PYWA Board who supported this work from its inception to its completion.

Now we are proud to offer this resource to the church.
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